l8o                       THE GOSPEL OF BUDDHA.

lance: "Once this body was fragrant like the lotus,
and I offered you my love. In those days I was cov-
ered with pearls and fine muslin. Now I am mangled
by the executioner and covered with filth and blood."7

"Sister/' said the young man, "it is not for my
pleasure that I approach you. It is to restore to you
a nobler beauty than the charms which you have lost.8

" I have seen with mine eyes the Tathagata walk-
ing upon earth and teaching men his wonderful doc-
trine. But you would not have listened to the words
of righteousness while surrounded with temptations,
while under the spell of passion and yearning for
worldly pleasures. You would not have listened to
the teachings of the Tathagata, for your heart was
wayward, and you set your trust on the sham of your
transient charms.                                                      9

"The charms of a lovely form are treacherous, and
quickly lead into temptations, which have proved too
strong for you. But there is a beauty which will not
fade, and if you but listen to the doctrine of our Lord,
the Buddha, you will find that peace which you never
would have found in the restless world of sinful pleas-
ures."                                                       ,               10

Vasavadatta became calm and a spiritual happiness
soothed the tortures of her bodily pain; for where
there is much suffering there is also great bliss. n

Having taken refuge in the Buddha, the Dharma,
and the Sangha, she died in pious submission to the
punishment of her crime.                                          12

LXXXI. THE MARRIAGE-FEAST IN JAMBUNADA.

There was a man in Jambunada who was to be
married the next day., and he thought, "Might Bud-
dha, the Blessed One, be present at the wedding." l